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While my late husband’s academic
accomplishments are well documented, many
facets of his life may be less familiar to those
who knew him primarily through his work.
Wen-Chung’s influence extended far beyond the
realm of academia, touching the lives of family,
friends, colleagues, and students in profound
ways. In this article, I would like to share about
the man behind his scholarly accomplishments
through the lens of his wife. Through my
recollections of his time with those who knew
him best, I hope to illuminate the warmth,
wisdom, and humanity that made him not just
an esteemed academic but also a beloved father,
mentor, and friend.

In this article, I will describe various
aspects of Wen-Chung’s life from my
perspective as his spouse of 30 years. These
stories are intended to reveal the depth of
his character and the quiet ways in which he
shaped those around him. It is my hope that
by sharing these personal insights, readers
will come to know Wen-Chung not only as a
distinguished scholar but also as a multifaceted
human being whose impact reached far beyond
his professional accomplishments. Through this
reflection, I honor his memory and the lasting
legacy he leaves behind.

Early Life and Background

Wen-Chung came from humble beginnings
in a small fishing village in Miaoli County,
Taiwan. He was the youngest of ten children,
born to a deputy stationmaster father and a
homemaker mother. Despite the challenges of
raising such a large family in a remote rural
area, his parents instilled in their children
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the importance of education and personal
growth. Their unwavering commitment to their
family’s well-being earned them the respect of
their community, with Wen-Chung’s mother
receiving the Model Mother Award from the
Miaoli County government.

From an early age, Wen-Chung showed a
keen interest in learning. He progressed through
his education, from Qiming Elementary School
to National Chengchi University, where he
eventually earned his bachelor’s degree in
psychology and master’s degree in education.
His academic journey wasn’t just about grades;



it was about a genuine thirst for knowledge
and understanding. His siblings often shared
stories about Wen-Chung’s childhood. They
remembered him as a diligent student with
diverse interests. One anecdote that always
brings a smile to our faces is how, as a middle
school student, he learned to use a sewing
machine to mend clothes - a skill that was quite
unusual for boys his age at the time. His fourth
brother once told a particularly endearing story.
When Wen-Chung was about five years old and
found himself without playmates, his request to
his father to start school early was granted. To
everyone’s surprise, he not only kept up with
the older children but excelled by coming in
first in his class.

Academic Pursuit

Wen-Chung’s journey with me began in
1989 through the Foundation for Scholarly
Exchange (Fulbright Taiwan). Our shared
passion for learning and our intellectual pursuits
formed the foundation of our relationship. In
1991, he began a new chapter in his academic
life by accepting a three-year government
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scholarship from Taiwan to pursue his Ph.D.
at the University of California, Berkeley (Cal).
Wen-Chung’s journey at Cal was marked by
significant challenges. As a student from a small
town in Taiwan, I witnessed his struggles with
the daunting challenge to adapt to a new culture
and lifestyle in the United States. Financial
constraints added to his struggles. Despite
the scholarship, he lived frugally in an old,
unheated shared apartment, eating simple meals
to make ends meet. These hardships did not
discourage him. Instead, they seemed to fuel
his determination to excel in his studies. After
graduating and returning to Taiwan, we tied the
knot and began a partnership of mutual support
and shared aspirations.

In Cal, his mentor, Professor Mark
Wilson, profoundly influenced Wen-Chung,
shaping both his academic journey and his
personal life. Professor Wilson specialized
in psychometrics, educational assessment,
and statistical methods. Under his guidance, 1
observed Wen-Chung deepen his knowledge
of quantitative psychology and the application
of the Rasch model, laying the foundation for
his future academic career. After completing
his doctoral degree and spending a decade as
a professor in Taiwan, Wen-Chung returned
to Cal in 2006 as a visiting scholar. Our two
children and I accompanied him. This period
allowed him to expand his research, engage in
broader academic activities, and collaborate
with Professor Wilson and other scholars.
Professor Wilson’s guidance extended beyond
the classroom, providing Wen-Chung with
invaluable life lessons about perseverance,
integrity, and intellectual curiosity. Their
collaboration in various research projects
enriched Wen-Chung’s scholarly pursuits and
fostered a lifelong passion for learning. As
both a mentor and a friend, Professor Wilson
profoundly impacted Wen-Chung’s professional
achievements and personal growth, leaving an
enduring legacy in his life.

Throughout his career, Wen-Chung has
dedicated himself to the fields of quantitative
psychology and assessment methods. His

passion for understanding
and improving how we
measure human attributes led
him to focus on the Rasch
model, a statistical approach
that became central to his
work. His work was not just
a theoretical exercise for
him; he saw it as a bridge
connecting the worlds of
psychology, education, and
even medicine. He would tell
stories of how his work was
being used in classrooms and
clinics to help teachers better
understand their students or
to help doctors make more
accurate diagnoses. During
his time at the Assessment Research Centre of
the Education University of Hong Kong, he
continued to pursue his research with the same
enthusiasm he had shown throughout his career.
He would return home energized by discussions
with colleagues and students and eager to tackle
new challenges in applying the Rasch model
to real-world problems. While the intricacies
of his work might have been difficult for non-
specialists to fully grasp, the impact it had on
him and those around him was always evident.
His research wasn’t just about advancing
academic knowledge; it was about making
a tangible difference in how we understand
and measure human capabilities. Those close
to him were grateful for the insights into his
professional world and the passion he brought
to his work every day.

These stories paint a picture of a curious,
hardworking child who grew into a man
dedicated to education and personal growth.
While his academic achievements were
impressive, it was his lifelong commitment to
learning and his ability to find joy in acquiring
new skills that truly defined him. Throughout
his life, he showed us that with determination
and a love of learning, one can overcome
humble beginnings and make a meaningful
impact on the world.

Wen-Chung’s Birthday Party with Family

a*

Family Life

Wen-Chung was known for his deep
devotion to our two children, Yu-Hsuan and
Kai-Che. He was a responsible and caring
father who approached every task with diligence
while ensuring that his loved ones’ needs were
met. His caring was evident in his gentle words,
thoughtful actions, and unwavering support
for our family. He balanced his work and
family life, always making time for meaningful
moments.

One anecdote that illustrates Wen-Chung’s
caring nature toward children stands out. Our
daughter, Yu-Hsuan, recalled that Dad wasn’t
just a wizard with numbers—he had a secret
superpower: He could turn everyday moments
into unforgettable memories. She shared some
of his best dad moves. Here is her story:

Picture this: Mom’s off chasing her Ph.D.
dreams, and I am feeling a bit lost. But never
fear; Super Dad is here! With shoulders as
broad as a mountain and arms strong enough to
hug any worry away, Dad became my personal
fortress of comfort. His broad shoulders and
strong arms gave me a sense of security, and
even his snoring became a soothing night-time
lullaby.

When Yu-Hsuan faced the challenging task
of a read-aloud exam in our native language,
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Taiwanese—a language she wasn’t fully fluent
in—she felt shy and reserved. She struggled to
present the complex Taiwanese texts in front
of her classmates. Recognizing his daughter’s
anxiety, Wen-Chung stepped in to help. “Father
spent a lot of time helping me prepare,” Yu-
Hsuan recalls, “He even bought an audio CD of
the texts, which we listened to together every
evening!”

Wen-Chung’s dedication to his daughter’s
success was evident in their nightly practice
sessions. He patiently worked with her, refining
her pronunciation and boosting her confidence.
This consistent support enabled Yu-Hsuan to
overcome her apprehension and ultimately
excelled at the presentation. As she puts it,
“Dad taught me that with enough practice and a
sprinkle of fun, even the scariest challenges can
become our great victories.”

Wen-Chung consistently integrated his
work with his life. Travel played an important

role in our family life. Wen-Chung
sometimes combined his attendance
at international conferences with
family trips, allowing his children to
experience different cultures while he
fulfilled his professional commitments.
These trips not only broadened our
children’s perspectives but also sparked
their interest in academic pursuits and
research.

For example, on family trips to San
Francisco, Wen-Chung turned mundane
tourist attractions into impromptu
classrooms. A visit to the iconic Golden
Gate Bridge wasn’t complete without
a quick lesson. While strolling through
Chinatown, he’d use the vibrant colors
and patterns of the shops to demonstrate
the principles of data visualization. Kai-
Che often joked that he and his sister
were probably the only kids who returned
from vacations not just with sunburns
and souvenir keychains, but also with a
deeper grasp of statistical models.

At home, Wen-Chung was known for
his quirky habit of solving complex equations
while doing chores. It wasn’t uncommon to
find him mumbling about Rasch parameters
while folding laundry or having a eureka
moment about a new assessment method
while washing dishes. At the dinner table, he
would often share his excitement about a new
idea or breakthrough with our family. His
eyes always lit up as he described how these
abstract concepts could make a real difference
in people’s lives. He talked about developing
and validating assessment models, finding
innovative ways to analyze data, and creating
tools that could be used in education. Imagine
a father who could make statistics exciting at
the dinner table, using steaming dumplings,
sizzling stir-fried vegetables, and aromatic
rice to explain complex data distributions to
wide-eyed children. That was Wen-Chung. His
passion for education wasn’t confined to lecture
halls; it spilled over into everyday life, making
learning a joyful, shared family experience.

As a Mentor to Students

Wen-Chung’s legacy lives not only in his
published works and academic honors but
also in the countless students he inspired and
mentored throughout his career. His approach
to academia—combining rigorous scholarship
with a genuine desire to make a positive
impact—continues to influence those who knew
him and worked alongside him.

During his teaching career, Wen-Chung
developed a style that resonated deeply with
his students. He emphasized data analysis and
scientific methods and encouraged independent
thinking and problem-solving skills. His
approach was personalized, tailoring learning
and research plans to each student’s interests
and background. This method of fostering
independent research while providing the
necessary support was highly valued by his
students.

Wen-Chung was seen as a mentor who
genuinely cared about and supported his
students. One student shared that Wen-
Chung’s guidance was essential to his academic
development and the cornerstone of his success.
Not only did Wen-Chung provide significant
academic assistance, but he also showed great
concern for the student’s personal life, creating
a sense of security while studying abroad.

When the student encountered difficulties
with data analysis, Wen-Chung personally
guided him through the process and taught him
advanced statistical methods. This eventually
led to presentations at international conferences
and important academic awards. Wen-Chung’s
patient guidance and expertise were key to the
student’s success.

In another instance, a student’s father
suddenly passed away during his studies.
Wen-Chung took the initiative to provide
psychological support and comfort, adjusting
the student’s study plan to allow him more time
with his family. This care and support provided
warmth during a difficult period and motivated
the student to complete his studies with even
greater determination.

These stories paint a picture of a
dedicated educator who not only imparted
knowledge but also nurtured the personal and
professional growth of his students. Wen-
Chung’s journey from a struggling international
student to a respected mentor serves as an
inspiring testament to perseverance and the
transformative power of education.

Conclusion

Wen-Chung’s life was filled with a blend
of scholarly pursuits and heart-warming family
moments. While he was known in academic
circles for his scholarly work
in quantitative psychology and
the Rasch model, those close
to him saw another side. Wen-
Chung’s life was a testament
to the fact that brilliance and
warmth can coexist beautifully.
He showed that one could push
the boundaries of academic
knowledge and still make time
for family picnics and silly dad
jokes. His legacy lives on in
both academic journals and in
the hearts of family, friends,
and students who were touched
by his unique blend of wisdom,
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